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Mr. Benedict, was given. The chorus and band numbered 
about 2,500, and the solo singers were Madame Clara 
Novello, Mr. W. Cooper, and Mr. Weiss. 

It will be seen from this programme, that the centre 
of attraction was the renowned soprano, who will be heard 
no more in public after this season. To say that the 
regret at her departure will be sincere and universal, is 
merely reiterating the constant observation of all, respect- 
ing her; and, in truth, there can be but one feeling upon 
the matter, since it is well known that Madame Novello's 
place cannot be occupied by any known soprano of the 
present day. For many years past she has been the only 
person capable of singing oratorio music as it should be 
sung; and though many have tried to imitate her, all 
have been found wanting. Then, as regards such places 
as the Crystal Palace, it is not probable that many voices 
would arise capable of filling so large a space ; and it 
certainly will be a serious drawback to the Directors in 
case they pursue their course another year of giving 
monster performances of oratorios, if no soprano can be 
found equal to her whose loss we now deplore. Madame 
Novello's singing of the music in the Creation is too well 
known to require comment; but in hearing her well- 
remembered strains, it is a further cause of regret to know 
that she is retiring while her voice is yet as rich, as clear, 
as powerful, and as exquisite as it ever has been. She 
has not lost one iota of her former qualities, and every 
year we fancy she has improved in style, and in the 
development of musical genius. This, no doubt, arises 
from the extraordinary care with which her first efforts 
were trained, and from the cultivation of her wonderful 
powers in the most perfect and artistic manner. 

Of the general performance on Wednesday, we would 
desire to speak with all reserve. The acoustic properties 
of the Crystal Palace are so peculiar, that it is only within 
a limited space that the united sounds of the orchestra 
can be appreciated. The Directors having assigned to 
the members of the press, as usual, the upper gallery in 
the far off distance, we were enabled to give our undivided 
attention to Madame Clara Novello, who, if the truth 
must be told, was the only singer whose voice could be 
heard to advantage in that position. In the upper gallery, 
choruses sound as if veiled, and the solo singers as if they 
were singing in the gardens instead of within the building. 
Madame Novello's voice is the only one that can be said 
to reach the further end of the building in all ite purity 
of tone, undiminished by the vast area through which it 
has to travel. The softest accents are heard with dis- 
tinctness, and her voice alone stands out as the prominent 
and only voice of the oratorio. The Chorus, though 
numerous, was by no means powerful, arising probably 
from the incongruity of materials, and the difficulty of 
getting so many voices together to practice, at this season 
of the year. The attendance upon the occasion was re- 
markably good, and all seemed to be impressed with the 
loss they were sustaining. At the conclusion of the ora- 
torio, Madame Novello was called forward to receive the 
plaudits of her numerous admirers. 

Of the Messiah, which was to be performed on the 29th, 
we are unable to speak, in consequence of its taking place 
after our day of publication. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the authors, there- 
fore, will do well to retain copies. 

We would request those who send us country newspapers, wishing us to 
read particular paragraphs, to mark the passage, by cutting a slip 
in the paper near it. 

Colored Envelopes aresent to all Subscribers whose payment inadvance 
is exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the Subscriber 
neglects to renew. We agajn remind those who are disappointed in 
gelling back numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, 
and of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to supply the 
current sale. 

Notices of concerts and other information supplied by our friends in the 
country, must be forwarded as earlyas possible after theoccurrence, 
otherwise they cannot be inserted. Our correspondents must spe- 
cifically denote the date of each concert, for without such date no 
notice can be taken of the performance. All communications must 
be authenticated by the proper name and address of the writer. 



Brief Chronicle at the last ittonth. 



Bishopsteignton. — The members of the Bishops- 
teignton Choral Society gave a concert on the 18th of 
September, and were accompanied by Mr. W. J. Nosworthy 
(organist of the church). The music was very creditably 
sung. 

Christchurch. — On Tuesday, the 18th ulf., morning 
and evening concert's were given in the Town Hall, in aid 
ot the funds for the restoration of the Priory Church, and 
were attended with great success. All the performers were 
amateurs, with the exception of Madame Dolby. The 
performers were Messrs. T. Saunders, Clark, Saunders, 
Ferrey, Halsey, Conway, Paris, and Sir G. Pocock. 
Miss Tulloch, Mr. G. Ferrey, and the Misses Paris, 
pianoforte. The Choral Union, lately formed in Christ- 
church, also contributed some part-songs, and the music 
was altogether well performed. 

Crystal Palace. — On Tuesday, the 4th of September, 
a choral competition of Tonic Sol-fa classes took place. 
The Scottish, Staffordshire Potteries, Finsbury, Brighton, 
and West Biding choristers, were included in the list of 
competing choirs, and the programme comprised many 
striking chorales from the works of Handel, Palestrina, 
Bach, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Horsley, and other com- 
posers of the highest class; the performances of the 
several choirs being listened to with unmingled gratifi- 
cation by the vast audience assembled at the Palace, whose 
cordial manifestations of approval were fully justified by 
the precision evinced by the choral vocalists. The 
following are the decisions which were arrived at by 
the judges : — 

Sight Singing. Selected Pieces. Whole Performance. 

Possible marks, 90. Possible marks, 135 Possible Marks, 225. 



Finsbury 82 West Riding 135 West Riding 203 

West Riding 68 Staffordshire 125 Finsbury 186 

Staffordshire 40 Brighton 114 Staffordshire ... 165 

Brighton 28 Edinburgh 114 Brighton ........ 142 

Edinburgh 25 Finsbury 104 Edinburgh ..... 139 

The announcement of these awards was made from the 
Handel orchestra at half-past four, and was accompanied 
by the presentation to the conductors of the success- 
ful choirs of a beautifully-embroidered banner — crimson, 
purple, and orange — with a purse containing £5. This 
latter award was intended to assist in defraying the in- 
cidental expenses of the choirs, and was extended, at the 
express desire of the judges, to the Brighton and Edin- 
burgh choirs, who had acquitted themselves so creditably, 
though unsuccessfully. 21,605 visitors were present during 
the day, being admissions on payment, 18,075, ditto by 
season tickets, 3,530. 

Derby. — On the 5th nit., a lecture was delivered in the 
Lecture-hall, by Mr. J. Lloyd, on the subject of" Musical 
News about Musical Men." It was of an interesting 
character, and included notices of an historical and bio- 
graphical nature, of our national composers, with a glance 
at the history and progress of music from the earliest 
ages of the world. The lecture was interspersed with 
vocal and instrumental illustrations, comprising glees, 
songs, and airs. The vocal performers were Miss Joesbury, 
Mrs. Hay, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Howard. The instru- 
mental artistes were Mr. Jones (violin and concertina), 
Mr. Lloyd (flute), Mr. Howard (cornet), and Mr. Chady 
field (pianoforte). 

Fulham. — The organ of All Saint's Church having 
been rebuilt and enlarged by H. Jones and Co., West 
Brompton, under the superintendence of Mr. John Day, 
a performance was given, showing the powers of the 
instrument, on the 15th of September, at the Factory, by 
Mr. Warboys, organist of St. Mary's, Putney. The 
instrument is a good one, possessing ease of action, 
sweetness of tone, and power combined, which were well 
displayed by the performer. 

Hoxton. — The Musical Union gave its eighth evening 
concert on Thursday, September 20th, in Albion Hall, 
London- wall. The programme comprised Mozart's 12th 
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Mass, and operatic selections, accompanied by full band 
and organ. The performance was good. Mr. Charles 
Isaac Stevens (organist of Christ Church, Hoxton) con- 
ducted. The hall was crowded, and many were unable 
to obtain admission. 

Leeds. — On the 24th of September, a concert was given 
in the Music Hall, by Miss Maria Wilson, of Hull, 
assisted by Messrs. Plowman, Hird, Hudson, Holmes, 
Turner, and Swale. 

Leespield.— On Sunday, the 19th of August, the 
now organ just completed in St. Thomas's Church, by 
Messrs. Conacher and Co., was formally opened, when 
special services were held upon the occasion, and collec- 
tions made in aid of the building fund of the commo- 
dious schools which are in course of erection near the 
church. The services were well attended. Mr. Henry 
Parratt, organist of Christ Church, Hampstead, presided 
at the instrument, which was felt to be one of a very 
superior order. His performances demonstrated the 
power and great sweetness of the organ. The choir 
upon the occasion was considerably augmented by mem- 
bers of neighbouring choirs, while Mrs. Sunderland and 
Mr. Melton also gave their highly valued aid at both 
services. On the following evening (Monday, the 20th), 
a performance took place at the church in order to test 
the full powers of the new organ, and the verdict 
of the audience was entirely satisfactory. Mr. Parratt 
being unable to attend upon this occasion, his place 
was ably supplied by Mr. Peace, a youthful organist 
from Huddersfield. 

Leicester. — The benefit concert of Mr. R. Peacock, 
the blind organist, which took place at the Temperance 
Hall, on the 11th ult., was very successful. The pro- 
gramme consisted of a selection of glees, songs, &c, 
performed by Miss Deacon, Miss Groocock, Mrs. Barker, 
and Messrs. Harrison, Wye, Oldershaw, Sansome, 
Christian, and Stewart. . 

Manchester.— At a concert given at the Free Trade 
Hall, on the 15th ult., the professional chorus-singers or 
" Choir " of the Monday evening concerts presented their 
conductor, Mr. D. W. Banks, with an ivory baton hand- 
somely mounted, accompanied by a testimonial, as a 
mark of respect and esteem for his kind and gentlemanly 
demeanour towards them during a period of twelve years, 
and in the hope that it may serve as a memento of their 
high appreciation of his endeavours and willingness at all 
times to further the interests of the members of the above 
choir and the professional chorus of Manchester generally. 

At a concert lately given at the Blind Asylum, a 

highly pleasing selection of music was performed. The 
part-singing was particularly good. 

Myddelton Hah — Mr. Essex's Benefit Concert.— 
We have much pleasure in drawing attention to an ad- 
vertisement in our present number respecting this concert. 
We understand that Mr. Essex is leaving the profession 
chiefly in consequence of an accident which occurred to 
him some time since ; we therefore heartily trust that his 
former pupils and friends will not fail in their present en- 
deavours to make this a fitting testimonial to him after 
having so ably conducted his classes for the last twenty 
years. 

St. James's Hall. — A concert was given here on the 
20th of September, by the members of the first division of 
Mr. Henken's Choral Association, numbering about 200. 
The solo singers were Miss Banks, Miss Fanny Rowland, 
Mr. M. Smith, and Mr. Thomas; accompanyist, Mr. 
Hopkins, and conductor, Mr. Henken. Miss Banks sang 
very pleasingly, the air " From mighty kings," and 
Weber's " Softly sighs." Miss Fanny Rowland sang 
" Turn thee unto me," from Costa's Eli, and "The beating 
of my own heart," by Macfarren ; both of which were 
admirably rendered, and exhibited a truly artistic feeling. 
The choruses had been evidently well practised, and the 
easier pieces were given with much precision. The voices 
were pretty equally balanced, but a little more sol-fa prac- 



tice would be likely to improve the quality of tone, par- 
ticularly among the male singers, The class seems to be 
very numerous and successful. The whole of the mem- 
bers of the association are trained by the Conductor. 

St. John's Choral Society.— An amateur vocal con- 
cert was given by this society on the 3rd ult., in St. John's 
School-room, Tichbourne Street, Edgeware Road. The 
programme consisted of sacred and secular music, and 
was conducted by Mr. Archer. The part-songs, glees, &c. 
were received with much applause, and the spacious room 
was crowded. 

Trowbridge.— On Tuesday evening, the 18th ult., 
Mr. Hallett gave a concert of vocal and instrumental 
music at the Court Hall, in aid of the band fund of the 
2nd Wilts. Rifle Volunteers. The principal vocalists were 
Miss Young and Mr. W. E. Cockram, of the Bristol 
Concerts. The instrumental part of the programme was 
performed by Halletf s band, under the direction of Messrs. 
Hooper and Millington. The concert passed off with 
great Mat, and was duly appreciated. 

Wenlock. — On the 22nd ult., a concert was given in 
the Town Hall, by Mr. Hay. Vocalists, Miss Joesbury, 
of Birmingham, Mr. Newton, and Mr. Howard. Solo 
harpist, Mr. Davis ; solo larinet, Mr. Carey j pianoforte, 
Mr. Hay. The concert was well attended. 



CHORAL HARMONY, No. 39, price id., contains 
two short Anthems—" Walk about Zion," and " He 
shall come down like rain." 
Ward and Co., 27, Paternoster-row. 



VIOLINS. — To be sold cheap, one by Antonius and Hie- 
ronymus Amati, 1698 ; and several others equally valu- 
able. Taken under Sheriffs warrant. Apply to J. Wood, 
23, Market Hill, Barnsley. 



HARMONIUM FOR SALE.— Oak case, 10 stops, suit- 
able for a church ; with back blower ; a little used. 
Price £10 10s. A.B., 8, Williams-terrace, Blue Anchor- 
road, Bermondsey. 



ORGAN METAL PIPES, 20 stop., FOR SALE (un- 
voiced). Old ones taken in exchange, or repaired. 
G. Cope, 50, Tottenham Court-road, London. 



ALL MUSICAL INSTRUMENT DEALERS should sell 
Organ Pipes, and keep a Stop or two on their premises 
to be seen. G. Cope, Metal Pipe Maker, 50, Tottenham 
Court-road, London. 



ORGAN in the Congregational Church, St. John's Wood 
Terrace, FOR SALE.— It has 20 stops, 2 rows of keys, 
CC to F ; the swell organ being throughout with swell to pedal 
coupler. Case 15 ft. high ; 9 ft. 6 in. wide ; 7 ft. deep ; CC 
speaking front in bright metal. Apply at Messrs. Bryceson 
and Fincham's, Organ Builders, Brook-st., Euston-rd. (N.W.) 



"DINGER ORGAN FOR SALE, containing open and 
J} stopped diapasons ; in grained oak case, gilt pipes. Price 
£12. 42, Markham-square, King's-road, Chelsea. 



ORGANS FOR SALE.— An Organ nearly new, by the 
eminent Builders, Gray and Davison ; of 2 manuals, CC 
to G, and pedals, CCC to E, with bourdon (16 feet) pipes ; 
suitable for church or chapel. Also a smaller instrument, by' 
the same builders, of 1 manual, CC to F, containing 5 stops 
and 1 J octaves of pedals, with bourdon pipes throughout, suit- 
able for a small church. Apply to the Builders, or to Mr. 
Boole, Radburne, near Derby. 



ORGAN FOR SALE, suitable for a room or small chapel. 
In handsome solid mahogany case, with gilt metal pipes 
in front ; containing the following stops : open diapason, 
stopped diapason, dulciana, principal, celestina, fifteenth, mix- 
ture, and trumpet. One octave of bourdon pipes, and two 
octaves German pedals. To be sold in consequence of alter- 
ations in the chapel where it now stands. Lowest price, £60. 
Further particulars on application to Mr. Statham, Green Bank 
near Belper, Derbyshire. ' 



